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The second of the Bassett Family Association of America was held at the Samoset House, Plymouth, Mass.,
September 16, 1898. Dinner was served to ninety members of the Association and their friends. After the board
was cleared, the post-prandial ecercises were entered upon. At the request of President Dickerman M. liassett,
Mr. Abbot Bassett, of Boston, acted in the dual capacity of presiding officer and toastmaster. Toastmaster. - Is

Mr. Bassett in the room? Many Voices. - Yes! yes! Toastmaster. - If that be so, he is requested to come to order

and to persuade his wife, his sister and his aunt to do likewise. Our President is a very bashful man. So bashful,
in fact, that he cant drive speech past the blushes on his cheeks when he rises to speak. He looked about him to
find a man who was a stranger to diffidence and he thinks he found him in me. That is why | am here. Thisis a
joyful occasion. Good Mother Nature has given us a beautiful day, the skies shine brightly upon us, and the
earth has put on its mantle of green, dotted with the gorgeous golden rod of autumn. In the grand symphony
of our rejoicing we hear no discordant note. We are here in the spirit of pure patriotism. The generally accepted
definition of patriotism is love of country, but to my mind the word has a broader and a more comprehensive
meaning. It is a love that includes not only ones...
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