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the Alton Public Schools: Made During the School Year 1917-1918 As long as the Board of Education of the City
of Alton is composed of the present high type of public spirited citizens, the existing comfortable working
relations between the various departments of the Board and between the Board and its officers doubtless will
continue, but the Charter and the Rules of the Board guarantee no such continuance. The published Rules of
the Board fall far short of the actual practice of the Board as regards the conduct of the Board s business. As is
too frequently the case in American cities, the rules of the Board of Education fail to distinguish between the
several functions of the Board, and between the sphere of activity of the Board and that of its officers. The
Board of Education should be an eminent group selected, or elected by the people, to represent them in the
control of the function of public education. The Board should be a deliberative, not an executive body directly;
It should reflect truly all the various phases of opinion and desire found in the people which it represents: it
should, by investigation and consideration and discussion, weigh the various proposals in view of the necessities
and the best public policy and so determine what are the wise and feasible lines of progress; it should, through
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