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New Book. In the sixteenth century, the vast and sophisticated
empire of China lay almost entirely unknown to Western
travellers. As global trade expanded, this land of reputedly
boundless wealth, pale-faced women, and indecipherable
tongues began to feed the fantasies of European merchants and
adventurers. The Catholic Church, meanwhile, saw in this great
people millions of souls who would be damned unless the
Christian message could be brought to them. In this book, Mary
Laven tells the extraordinary story of the first Jesuit mission to
China. Confronting enormous challenges, the Italian priest
Matteo Ricci and a tiny handful of learned companions gained
permission from the notoriously xenophobic Wanli emperor to
settle in the fabled Forbidden City. Living among eunuchs and
mandarins, wearing the clothes of Confucian scholars, Ricci and
his associates strove to master the language and culture of their
hosts. At the same time, they energetically preached the virtues
of Western art and science. In Mission to China Mary Laven
brings this remote world vividly to life.
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R eviews

This book is definitely worth acquiring. I have go through and so i am certain that i will likely to read through again
again in the future. Its been printed in an exceptionally basic way in fact it is only a=er i finished reading this
publication in which actually altered me, change the way in my opinion.
-- Andr es B a shir ia n      

Comprehensive guide for publication fanatics. This really is for all who statte there had not been a well worth reading
through. I discovered this ebook from my dad and i encouraged this book to find out.
-- La cy Goldner  
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