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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Pathfinders of Physiology Medicine, on the whole,
however, has advanced during periods of great intellectual activity and during times of intellectual torpor has
remained in a quiescent state. The rise and fall of systems and methods would dispose one to wonder if the end
is yet; if we have at last reached the bedrock of fact in a scientific sense. The great advantage of truth over
error is that though at times crushed to earth, it will rise again. Not until science and philosophy had freed
themselves from the throes of ecclesiasticism, was any marked forward movement possible, for, during the first
fifteen centuries of the Christian era the most preposterous ideas of physiology obtained, being founded upon
the sacred writings and superstitions of the saints. The growth of knowledge through observation was scarcely
possible until the priest was no longer physician. With this great event is associated the name of Hippocrates
who was the first to make deductions based upon experiment and observation. He lived during the Golden Age
when Pericles ruled with mild persuasion; when Phidias made immortal the sculptured art of Greece and
Herodotus recorded the history of the illustrious people; when Democritus proclaimed the atomic theory of the
universe and Socrates taught that the greatest knowledge was to Know thyself. Experiment, observation and
deduction have been aptly called the tripod of science. Though much that Hippocrates taught has been
discarded, yet in the field of clinical observation many of his teachings prevail today. The facies Hippocrates still
designates the characteristic signs of impending death. We have many accurate descriptions of disease made
from careful observations, but perhaps more than all else...
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