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United States, the tidings which diffused through the country
the knowledge of the loss it had sustained, were everywhere
received with becoming expressions of respect and mourning.
The Bench and Bar, in almost every State, paid the honours of
a recorded testimony to their opinion of the merits of William
Wirt. A large circle of friends in Maryland and Virginia--the first,
the land of his birth and latest residence; the other, that of his
most cherished associations--lamented him, gone, with an
affectionate remembrance which few men were able so
profoundly to inspire ; and that nearer group, which nature
had allied to his blood and kindred, ever amongst whom his
coming was a gladness, and his presence a centre of continual
joy and love, bewailed his loss with a grief too sacred for the
intrusive notice of these pages. CHAPTER XXI. HIS PERSONAL...
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